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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
THE BOUNDARY OF NEW MEXICO.

We yield to a gentleman who wus connected
with the Mexican Boundary Commission a place for
some remarks in reply to the ground assumed in
(jovcrnor Lane's proclamation, inserted in this pa¬
per some days ago, which we do without at all as¬

suming to understand the official, professional, or
scientific question involved in the liue agreed on by
the Commissioners, or taking any part in that
controversy.

Washinutox, Apbu. 1!0, 1S53.
To the Editors of the National Intelligencer :

In your paper of the -3d instaut a notice was pub.
Fished of the recent movement of Governor Lane, of New
Mexico, in attempting to take possession of a portion of
the territory of the State of Chihuahua. By subsequent ad¬
vices it appears that the Governor has issued u proclamation
in which he assumes to "retake possession of the disput¬
ed territory, to be held provisionally by the United States
until the question of boundary shall be determined between
the Unitod States and the Mexican Republic." It seems that
he had called upou the commanding fcfficer of the ninth
military department, and also upon the officer iu com¬

mand at Fort Fillmore, (a post within six or eight miles
of Mesilla,) to aid him in carrying out his plans ; but t'uut
these officers declined to have any participation in the mat¬
ter. He then comes out with his proclamation, on his .' own

official responsibility, and without orders from the Cabinet at

Washington," in which he further declares where hit pro-
visional boundary, or rather the initial point, upou the
Rio Grands is. In order to show the correctness of these
reports, and to indicate in 6ome measure the condition of
things in the valley of the Rio Grande, permit me to

quote an extract from a letter received yesterday, and
written by a highly intelligent officer of the army to n

friend in this city, formerly connected with the Boundary
Commission The letter is dated Fort Fillmore, (N. M.)
March '23, 1853:

",1 now have another history to relate, and a more in-
teresting one to you, as it will bring you back to the
scene of your former labors. Governor Lane, of Now
Mexico, was announced the other day at Dufla Ana, and
of courso we made ready to receive him with 4 all the
honors.' These he declined, but arrived here the
next day, and immediately announced his intention of
taking tLe town of Mesilla, provided Col. Miles would
give him the troops. His authority for doing so was the
President's message, or rather the message of the late
President. Col. Sumner had refused to assist in this en-;
terprise, and had forestalled the Governor by issuing or¬
ders that the troops should not move except by his (Col.
Sumner's) command. The Governor then said he would
have the town; that he wsuld issue bis proclamation and
raise the militia. lie left the next day to consult the
Americans at El Faso. . I believe he found none that had
the same opinions as himself. He returned to this post
and addressed a note to Col. Miles, stating that he was sorry
that he did not please Col. Sumner and himselt, but he
did not think that a part of his duty; that he (the Gov¬
ernor) knew what he was about, and had the best legal ad¬
vice ; that the troops, three hundred and fifty in number,
were frigidly folding their arms within five niilesof theene-
mies of their country! He enclosed a copy of his printed
proclamation, in which he calls upon the United States
authorities to seize this place, and notifies them that the
boundary line is provisionally established at the head of
the big Accquia of El l'a^o, and would run so-and-so, &c.,
putting also in brackets that it is without the authority
of the President. Who, then, is Governor Lane, without
the authority of the President ? And who can order the
United States troops to commence hostilities T The Mexi-
can authorities have sent all the horsemen they can find,
and we have now a force of some five hundred armed
men in our front. But we are not scared. If the President
orders, (and nothing would please us better,) we will take
Mesilla and El Paso both, and establish a base liue lor
operations on Chihuahua, but we want laic, and the 1'reti-
dejit, and Congrett. I am sure we can take Mesilla with-
out much fighting, and El Paso is a . bonne bouchc.' "

The above extract confirms the correctness of the re-

ports which have already reached us. It also shows the
principle which has governed the military officers of the
E.inth department in declining to co-operate with Gov¬
ernor Lane in the acquisition of territory, and it indicates
unmistakably the opinions of both the Americans and
Mexicans residing in the valley of the Rio Grande.

Allow me, Messrs. Editors, to invite your attention to
a brief consideration of one of the positions assumed by
Gov. Lane. Whilst it is not admitted that other of his
premises arc sound, It does not come within the scope of
my present purpose to discuss them. The fourth para¬
graph of the proclamation says:

44 The claim of Chihuahua to this disputed territory is
believed to be based upon the unwarrantable assumption
that the Board of Commissioners had agreed upon a boun¬
dary line between Chihuahua and New Mexico, and that
their agreement in the premise* was binding, both upon,
the United States and the Mexican Republic, and there¬
fore final; whereat a valid agreement had not been madt,
and hat not yet been made by taid B.ard ; and, moreover, the
-v«*m (Ac Ovarii ha* been virtually repudiated and nuiL/'+J
bit tht imltJ Htmir*.''

In the eighth paragraph it reads:
441, William Carr Lane, Governor of the Territory of

New Mexico, upon my own official responsibility, and
without orders from the Cabiuct at Washington, do here¬
by, in behalf of the United States, retake possession of
the disputed territory, to be held provisionally by the
United States until the question oj boundary shall be deter-
nintd between the United 8tates and the Mexican Re¬
public."
The ground taken in the above quoted paragraphs is,

that 44 a valid agreement" upon the position of the initial
point of boundary upon the Rio Orande, and the deter¬
mination of the southern line of New Mexico westwardly,
44 has not yet been madethat 41 the action of the Board
has been virtually repudiated and nullified by the United
States;" and that 41 the question of boundary" between
the Territory of New Mexico and the State of Chihuahua
u not determined.

The questions which I propose to consider are, Has the
southern boundary line of New Mexico been determined ?
and is the agreement by which it was determined a valid
one ? It is manifest that, if a determination has been
made strictly in accordance with the terms of the treaty,
it must be valid, unless there exists a power competent
to annul it. It becomes necessary then to ascertain, 1st,
what the precise terms of the treaty are ; 2d, if a deter¬
mination of the boundary has been made conformable
thereto; and, 8d, what power, if any, can revoke, alter,
or annul that determination.
The terms of the treaty, so far as it relates to the south¬

ern boundary of New Mexico, are shown in the fifth article,
which is as follows, viz:

41 Art. 5. The boundary line between the two Repub¬
lics shall commence in the Gulf of Mexico, three leagues
from land, opposite the mouth of the Rio Grande, other¬
wise called the Rio Bravo del Norte, or opposite the mouth
of its deepest branch, if it should have more than one

branch emptying directly into the sea; from thence up
the middle of that river, following the deepest channel,
where it has more than one, to the point where it ttrikes the
touthrrn boundary of Stw M'Xiro; thence wettwardly along
the whole southern boundary of Sew Mexico (which runs

north of the town called Paso) to its western termination;
thence northward along the western line of New Mexico
until it intersects the first branch of the river Gila: or if
it should not intersect any branch of that river, then to
the point on the said lin« nearest to such branch, and
thence in a dirat line to the same : thence down the mid¬
dle of the said branch and of the said river until it emp¬
ties into the Rio Colorado; thence across the Rio Colo¬
rado, following the division line between Upper and Lower
California, to the Pacific ocean."

44 The southemand wetltm Units ofSew Mexico, mention¬
ed in this article, art those laid down in the map entitled ' map
of the United Mexican States, as organized and defined
by various acts of the Congress of said Republic, and con¬

structed according to the best authorities. Revised edi¬
tion. Published at New York, in 1H47, by J. Disturnell.'
Of which map a eopy is addri to thu treaty, bearing the sig¬
nature and seaIt of the undersigned plenipotentiaries." * * *

44 In order to designate the boundary line with due pre¬
cision, upon authoritative maps, and to establish upon the

ground landmarks which shall show the limits of both
Republics, as described in the prerent article, the two

Governments nhall each appoint a commissioner and a

surveyor, who, before the expiration of one year from the
date of the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty,
shall meet at the port of San Diego, and proceed to run

and mark the said boundary in iu whole course to the
mouth of the Rio Bravo del Norte. They shall keep jour¬
nals and make oat plans of their operations; and the re¬

mit agreed upon by them shall be deemed a part of this

treaty, and shall have the same force as if it were insert¬
ed therein."

By this it appearb that the southern boundary line of
New Mexico " runs north of the town called Paso;" that
from the point where it strikes the Rio Grande it rung

" westwardly and that the southern and western limits
of New Mexico are those laid down upon Disturuell's
map.

2d. Has'a determination of this boundary been made
in conformity with these requirements?
The official report of the late Commissioner ou the part

of the United States to the Department of the Interior
shows that a point has been established on the Rio Grande
at 32° 22' north latitude, and a recent report of the officer

charged with that duty, further shows that the line has

| been rua westwardly " along the whole southern boun-

dary of New Mexico," to wit, three degrees of longitude,
or aLout 173 statute miles, uud thence northwardly until
it intersects the Gila river. Monuments have been erect¬

ed at suitable distances along this entire line from the
Rio Grande to the Rio Gila. A verification of the cor¬

rectness of the observations by which the initial point
was determined, and of the demarcation of the line thence
westwardly and nortfiwardly to the Gila, is had in the
entire agreement of the results obtained by the astrono-

mers and surveyors of the two commissions. It remains,
then, to show that the line, as agreed upon, run, and
mirktd, is in strict conformity with the treaty. That
instrument states that line " runs north of the town called
Paso." The starting point of the line is at 32° 22' of
north latitude, and runs thence westwardly. El Paso is
situated in 31° 1V north latitude, or about 37' due south
of the line. The terms of the treaty are thus strictly
complied with, as the line is about 42 miles "north of the
town called Paso." The treaty further requires that the
line shall extend " westwardly along the whole southern
boundary of New Mexico," and that " the southern and
western limits ofNewMexico are those laid down upon a map
of the United Mexican States, made by J. Disturuell," &c.
Has the line which has been agreed upon, run, and mark-
e l beeu made in conformity with these requirements of the
treaty ? Au accurate measurement of the distance be-
tweeu the 32° parallel of north latitude an l the southern
boundary of New Mexico, as the same are " laid down on"
Disturnell's map, shows 22' of arc; and the length of the
14 whole southern boundary of New Mexico," as also " laid
down on" said map, is 3°, or about 175 statute miles.
The determination of the initial point, theu, at 22' of arc

north of the 32d parallel, or in 323 22' north latitude,
and the extension of the southern line of New Mexico 8°
northwardly from the Rio Grande, are strictly and

literally in conformity with the requirements of the treaty ;
and the execution of the work upon the ground accords
with entire precision with the position and distances
"laid down on" Disturnell's map.
But it is said that the distance of the southern boun-

dary of New Mexico should have been measured from El
Paso, as they are respectively "laid down on" Disturneu's
map, and that the line should have been established on

the ground at precisely this distance north of the town.
This is obviously an error, for the simple and conclusive
reason that El 1'aso is incorrectly laid down upon the map
Its position, as there represented, does not agree with its
known position upon the ground. It is immaterial whether
this fact was or was not known to the commissioners who
formed the treaty. But the Commissioners of the two

Governments, appointed to run and mark the boundary
line, must follow strictly the expressed terms of the
treaty, and the Governments themselves must abide by
those terms. Supposing that Mr. Trist, the American Com¬
missioner, had obtained the assent of the Mexican Govern¬
ment to the prOjet submitted by him, uuder the direction of
Mr. Buchanan, of the32d parallel as the boundary, all par-
ties being then of the opinion that the boundary would
place the towu of El Paso within the limits of the United
States.when the astronomers should have ascertained
the position of 32d parallel upon the ground, and that El
Paso lay south of it instead of north, could the United
States make anyjust claim of the town ? Manifestly not.

They were deceived by an error in the map, but, having
adopted it, must abide the consequences of that error.

So also with those who have been led to suppose that
El Paso is within eight miles of the southern boundary of
New Mexico. They have been deceived by an error in
Disturnell's map. If the map referred to in the treaty
furnished no ether means of establishing the southern
boundary line of New Mexico than by reference to the
erroneously located town of El Paso, then undoubtedly it
would have been proper to assume that towu as the start¬

ing poiut. But so long as the map dots enable us to de¬
termine the boundary, with almost entire accuracy, (which
could not be done by measuring from El Paso,) then com¬
mon sense, common honesty, anl simple justice dictate
that should not expressly seek out the errors upon it
in order to be bentited by them.

Inasmuch as it has been shown that the establishment
of the initial point on the Rio Grande at 32s 22' north
latitude, and the western extension of the line from that
point, are in precise conformity wirfc I/iaturueU'a iuar>,
an ( as the southern line of New Mexico.as agreed upon,
run, and marked.does run north of the town called Paso,
as the treaty requires, it remains only to show that the
action of the two Commissioners and Surveyor has not
been invalidated by any informality, or " repudiated" by
the Government, as alleged in Governor Lane's proclama¬
tion. The clause in the treaty which refers to this sub¬
ject is as follows, viz :

"In order to designate the boundary line with due pre¬
cision, upon authoritative maps, and to establish upon the
ground landmarks which shall show the limits of both re¬

publics, as described in the present article, the two Gov¬
ernments shall each appoint a commissioner and a sur-
veyor, who, before the expiration of one year from the
date of exchange of ratifications of this treaty, shall
meet at the port of San Diego, and proceed to run and
mark the said boundary in its whole course to the mouth
of the Rio Bravo del Norte. They shall keep journals
anl make out plans of their operations; and the result
agreed upon by them shall be deemed a part of this trea-
ty, and shall have the same force as if it were inserted
therein."

" The boundary line established by this article shall be
religiously respected by each of the two Republics, and
no change shall ever be male therein, except by the ex-
press and free consent of both nations, lawfully given by
the General Government of each, in conformity with its
own Constitution."

It is not necessary to give the details of the organisa¬
tion and operations of the respective Commissions, as the
only argument put forward upon which the determination
of the initial point is claimed to be invalid is, that there-
cord was not signed or approved by Mr. Geat, the Sur¬
veyor.
The Joint Commission, having completed their labors

upon the Pacific coast, adjourned to meet again at El
Paso on the first day of November. 1S60. At the appoint¬
ed time the American and Mexican Commissioners and
the Mexican Surveyor convened, and entered upon the
consideration of the southern boundary of New Mexico.
After a very full investigation of all the points in the
case, and lengthened discussions of their merits, the two
Commissioners agreed upon 32° 22' of north latitude as
the point where the Rio Grande strikes the southern boun¬
dary of New Mexico, according to DisturneUe map. They
directed the astronomirs of the respective commissions to
proceed to establish that point upon the ground. The re¬

sults, after several hundred observations, agreed with al¬
most mathematical exactness. At length every thing was
in readiness for marking the spot, by the erection of a

monument, with suitable ceremonies. Mr. Qiav, the
Surveyor, was still absent, and nothing was known of his
residence or place of sojourn. To obviate the difficulties

'I attending any further delay in prosecuting the work, Mr.
Bartlett. the American Commissioner, with the writ,
ten comeitt of the Mexican Commissioner, appointed Lieut.
A. W. Whipplb as Acting Surveyor, who participated in

J the ceremonies of establishing the initial point monument,
and authenticated the records by his official signature.
The proceedings were transmitted to the Department of
the Interior, and were fully approved (not "repudiated")
by the Executive branch of the Government. The legali¬
ty of the proceedings were strongly confirmed by the
opinion of toe late distinguished Secretary of State, than
whom no more profound legal mind existed in the country.
About eight months after the time appointed for the

meeting of the joint commission, (to wit, in July, lg.M \

Mr. Gray readied the field of operations, and immediately
superseded Lieut. Whipple in his functions as Surveyor
He then protested against the line agreed upon in joint

commission, and his protest was forwarded to Washing¬
ton. Again the Executive Government confirmed the ac¬

tion of Mr. liurtieit in the premises. An attempt was
toade in Congress in August laat to arrest the work upon
this line by withholding appropriations for its continu¬
ance ; but even this tailed to accomplish the object, as the
work was completed, the line ran and marked from the
Rio Grande to the Rio Gila, before intelligence of the want
of an appropriation reached the party engaged ia its exe¬

cution. Lieut. Whipple (the officer in charge of that
party) has returned to Washington within a few days past,
and reports the line finished. The line, then, has become
a fixed fact, a finality, and is unquestionably placed within
the meaning of the paragraph of the treaty above quoted,
which says that " the result agreed upon by them shall
be deemed a part of this treaty, and shall have the same

force as if it were inserted therein."
3d. \\ bat power (if any) can revoke, alter, or annul the

determination of the Board of Commissioners ?
The Governments of the two Republics are respectively

bound by the terms of the treaty itself « religiously" to

respect the boundary line thus established, which instru¬
ment further sets forth that "no change shall ever be
made thereiu, except by the express and free consent of
both nations, lawfully given by the General Government
of each, in conformity with its own Constitution." The
boundary having been made '«a part of the treaty,"
ueither Government has any more power to alter it than
it has to alter any other provision of that instrument
without the "express and free consent" of the other.
And if the Government of the United States has no au¬

thority to change the boundary as established in precise
conformity with the treaty and the treaty map, how much
less has a subordinate officer of the Government? Al¬
though Governor Lane expressly states that this step is
taken " without orders from the Cabinet at Washington,"
and on his " own official responsibility," yet he declares
that he ia acting under the " best legal advice." Of course,
it is impossible to know who the Governor's legal advisers
are, but it seems very plain that they have concocted a

scheme which, if sustained by our Government, is certain
to involve us in another war with Mexico. The prompti¬
tude which the Mexican authorities have evinced in send¬
ing troops into the Mesilla valley shows very clearly the
spirit with which this aggression on their rights will be
met. No " express and free consent" is shown on their
part to this attempt to change the legally established
boundary. The net of Governor Lane can only be cha¬
racterized as an unlawful, unjust, anJ highly reprehensi¬
ble effort to acquire more of the coveted Mexican terri¬
tory. It la 41filli',uttering" ia its worst phase ; and it is to
be hoped that our sense of international comity and jus¬
tice will be shown to the world by a prompt and decided
rebuke from the authorities now in power. J. B.

FOREIGN DRV GOODS.

.
% our customary monthly tables, showing the j

importations of foreign dry goods into New York
during the month of April, I860, '51, '52, and '53,
it will be seen that the importations for the present
year largely exceed any former period, being no less
t.ian S-j0,751,923 during the last four months,
against §19,839,177 for the corresponding period last
year, and .$4,789,831 for the past month, against
$2,582,408 in April, 1852.

It will be seen that the increase is greatest in silk
goods, being more than one hundred per cent, on the im- j
portations of April last. The importation of woollen
goods for the month exceeds that of last year one hundred
per cent.; cotton goods more than fifty per cent: tiax
thirty per cent.
These statements wiil strike many of our readers with

surprise, as showing the enormous outlay by our people
for the more costly manufactures of England and the Con¬
tinent. We are no longer contented with fine cotton
goods, do iaines, and other manufactures, which, in bye-
gone years, were thought good enough for consumption
among the States. These official tables exhibit no legs
than eleven millions of dollars' worth of silks alone
brought into our port during the last four months: qeven
millions and upwards in woollen goods, over £:x mtllious
in cottons, and a general aggregate of more than thirty
millions in value.

This, be it remembered, when money has been in active
demand at nine to eighteen per cent, per annum, for
weeks in succession, on the best paper that could be pro-
daced. The dry goods business during the pretent sea- j
son has been more active than at any former period, and
th® market is nearly bare of the various descriptions of
French and British goods, the prices of which are fully
sustained.
Ihr amount of duties collected at this port ia very

large for the present month. The Subtreasury at New York
holds upwards of 800,000, and the whole sum on le-
poaite at the various offices at the last official report
above Kir.MT»»» Mit-itoaa or COLLARS.
The receipts of duties at this port alone for the qu int¬

ending 31st March were $28,023,065, against $22,227 197
for the same period of last year.

There is a constant tendency to overtrading. It is verr
clear that the increase in our foruign importations is more
than commensurate with the growth of population and
growth of capital, and that more caution must be observ¬
ed in order to maintain more soundness in our business
affairs..Xrw York Courier.

TIIE PACIFIC 8URVEYING EXPEDITION.
The vessels of this squadron are now nearly ready for

sea, and were to have sailed yesterday from New York for
Norfolk, where they will take on board a number of in¬
struments, imported to that place direct from Liverpool,
and which are of too delicate a nature to admit of land
carriage.

The Expedition, which will probably be absent about
three years, is organized with an efficient scientific corps.
It wi.i explore as minutely as possible the coasts of Asia
and America bordering on the Northern Pacific and
Behring s Straits. The survey will also embrace the Ja¬
pan islands and seas, the Gulf of Tartary, the seas of
Kamtschatka and Okhotsk, and all the islands lying
therein, or adjacent thereto, including the Aleutian and
Sandwich Islands, &c.

The Governor, Executive Council, and many Senators
and Representatives of the Legislature of Massachusetts
harc 8ut>scri*>ed one day's pay to aid in the completion of
the National Monument in this city.

atlTr,K? -1 * * row, on 5 'th

mining ' acei,J*nt&11)' burnt on Thurslay

were^lT!" "W ihatwif th# railroad*
hanncn »,n fit trains accidents would never

falE, . n .tT7 ,0ther Msert'ons, the saying is,
turkr »n (?a \ Cleveland and Pittsburg road/on Sa-
turlay, an accident occurred, by running over a cow nn l

luhTic"n<,f.,hrr;,',Mrhurt Th* "medy of putting 9
raur»ad director in he front car a, a preventive of aendent*will not answer.Public Ledger.
Golu Dollar Ti«t..Dr. Gidiox B. Smith of Balti¬

more, hAs invented a very ingenious contrivance for de¬
tecting spurious coin of the gold dollar Mamn f» U *
small box with a slit in the lid, which will a imftV.IVph
nine coin only. If ft spurious ccin passi thi^h^
s it it will not sink, l.ecuse it is resisted by a weight in-
side, superior to the lever,ge by which the true 3ovi?-
poises the weight. And if the spurious coin i/made so
.arge that its weight eouals the true coin :. will !S,.
through the aperture The article might'be made to 4"
at a low price, and thus come into general use.-Vm
A Smart April Foot..Anionct thi> mnnv a a

play off practical jokes upon the " greet/ one^n t
first of April, that of a fady, .t oife 0f the lfoardi^houses of our city, the best we have ever heard of ft
was th,s : She procured from a marble yard several^piecesof beauttfu white marble, and breaking them intS nice
lumps, put them into the sugar bowls. The ?ointerfeit
teueJ the fraud. Soon supper was ready the tea was
poured and the sugar bowl, were passed abound the table
fcverybody took one, two. or thre« lux,*.

"'e-woie.

their liking. Then followed a general tastln* "h l"*
the s«gar refused positively ,0 meU. Th JZfih^ir
spoons against it, and stirred and stirred ,Lin Vu t
was no go. The sugar proved to be marble, 3?hey for
once, proved to be April fooU.

Charletton (8. C.) Standard.

THE SANDWICH ISLANDS AND FRANCE.

The telegraphic report that the Providence
Journal haf official information that the Govern¬
ment of the Sandwich Islands had applied to the
Government of the United States for protection
against further encroachments by France is not
justified by tlie article in the Journal. Iu the first place,
the information is (stated to be contained in " private let¬
ters ot' receut date from Peru," and so is not official, but
is somewhat vague and indefinite; and in the second place,
although the article grounded upon the contents of these
"private letters of receut date from Peru" appears in the
editorial column, uud the impersonal 41 we" is employed
throughout, it it not editorial, u distinction which the tele¬
graphic reporter seems either not to have noticed or not
to have understood.not the first instance of the kind on

the part of gentlemen of that profession. The respecta¬
bility oi the Provideuce Journal, aud the care and candor
with which it is conducted, would have given importance
to the inferences drawn from the alleged iuformatiou hal
the editor of the Journul chosen to assume the responsi¬
bility of them. But he has been careful to avoid doing
so, and the statements and conclusions rest Eolely upon
the authority of a nameless contributor, which is quite a
different thing from being editorially uttered. We do
not suppose that any new difficulty has arisen, and still
less do we suppose that France contemplates any inter¬
ference with the sovereignty of the Sandwich Islands.
Every thing indicates to the contrary. The United States
and Great Britain and France are alike interested in up-
holding the sovereignty of that group, for the good rea¬
son that each well knows that the other two wbuld per-
Kit of no appropriation by itself of those islands.

[New York Commercial Advertiser.

Tilt Mexican Treaty..The treaty negotiated between
Judge Conklinu and the Mexican Commissioners, and
ratified by Gen. Lombardini, the provisional President
of Mexico, provides mainly for the joint guarantee, by
Mexico and the United States, of the neutrality of any
road or canal that may be made across the isthmus of
Tehuantepec. The subordinate provisions are, that in
time of war no articles contraband of war shall be trans-
ported across the isthmus ; that no vessels of either party
shall, in ease of war between the parties, be captured
within siity miles of the termini of the road or canal;
that no foreign country shall have any privileges in regard
to the transit superior to those of the Uuited States ; and
that all nations that shall by treaty agree to protect the
neutrality of the transit shall have the use of it on the
same terms. These are supposed to be the principal pro¬
visions..Mobile Register.
The anniversary of th# Presbyterian Board of Foreign

Missions was held in New York on Sunday evening. The
Secretary's report shows that with a diminished collect¬
ing agency the receipts of the Board have from all sources
been over $8,000 in advance of the receipts of last year.
The sum of $153,222 is acknowledged in the treasurer's
report. The expenditures have beeu slightly less than
the receipts.
A company has been organized to construct a railway,

commencing at Sodus Bay, on Lake Ontario, and ruuning
southwardly towards Elmira. This (says the Baltimore
American) is another link in the chain which is to bring
Baltimore, by way of the Susquehanna Valley, iu direct
connexion with Lake Ontario.

The American Medical Association commenced its
annual session yesterday at New York. Some three or
four hundred Delegates are in attendance. Dr. Beverly
R. Welford, of Fredericksburg, (Va.) was chosen Presi¬
dent pro tevi. Extensive arrangements have been made
by the physicians of New York for the entertainment of
the delegates. They are to-day to partake of a grand
dinner at Metropolitan Hall, and to-morrow make an ex¬
cursion to all the hospitals and other public institutions
belonging to the city.
The town of Terre Haute, in Indiana, was visited on

the evening of the 2:>d ultimo by a terrific etorui of wind,
hai!, rain, thun l<r. and lightning. Mr. Thompson's new
steam mill was stripped of a large part of its tin covering,
so also the new grocery house of Uement <& Co. Three
new frame buildings and some other tenements were
blown down, and many houses were more or less injured.
The greatest damage, however, was done to Mr. Jewett's
CongTegationalibt Church. The sexton was ringing the
bell at the time, for assembling the congregation, when
the cupola was blown over^ and falling on the roof broke
its way through to the pews be'uw, makiug a sad wreck
of uearly the whole building. The base of the cupola,
with the bell, part of the roof, bricks, plastering, lathes,
timbers, 4c., were lying in the centre of the church on

Sunday morning, while the spire had turned a eomeriet.
and laid upon the ground &t me east end of the building.
The northern wall is too badly bent and shattered to re¬

pair. The ecxton escaped with only a bruised and con¬
tused head. It was a great fortune that the congrega¬
tion had not yet assembled at the church.

Articles roR the Crystal Palace..A letter from
Genoa to the Newark Advertiser states that Sardinia,
and in fact all Italy, will be better represented in the
Crystal Palace Exhibition in New York than in London.
The tine Sardinian barque Maria Eugenie, Capt. Colombi¬
an, has sailed from Geneva with some fifty tons of the
finest specimens of Sardinian art and industry, and another
vessel is now receiving a larger quantity for the same des¬
tination, valued at some 500,000 francs.

Railroad Stock..If is stated that the reports of the
earnings of fourteen railroads, taken indiscriminately
from Ohio, Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York, Con¬
necticut, Indiana, and Georgia, show a universal increase
in March ranging from 11 to 100 percent., and in one or two
instances to about 150 per cent. This indicates not only a

flourishing condition of the country, but in the state of
the pockets of the people who have the luck to possess
shares in the iron tracks.

Mr. Wx. B. Slack, moat favorably known as one of
the conductors of the Washington brnncff of the Balti¬
more and Ohio Railroal Company, has resigned that situ¬
ation, which be has held with such general acceptance for
a period of nineteen years. Mr. Slack was one of the
most faithful officers of the company, and retires with the
view of conducting an extensive coal business..Sun.

Sea Bathi.no ih Paris..A project is on foot in Paris
which has for its object to give to the Parisians the re¬
freshment of sea bathing in the central part of the city.
By the process of a hydraulic machine, placed on the still
waters of Dieppe, the waters of the channel would be
thrown into large pipes, which would carry it to Paris
and into a large basin placed in the centre of the Park of
Monceaux. The expenditure ia calculated at five or six
millions of francs. The railway company from Dieppe
to Paris has granted the privilege of laying the pipes oil
along the road, and the Government has given to<the un¬

dertaking the free use of the Park of Monceaux.

Naval..The Navy Department have recently heard
from the Mediterranean squadron, Commodore Striho-
ham. Their advices from that quarter are up to the 7th
ultimo, when all were well. Part of the squadron were
off the coast of Egypt, the rest being off the Italian coast.
From Commodore Pirrt they have letters to the 10th of
March, when he was, with the Mississippi steamer at
Ceylon, being about to sail for Macao. As far as he was
advised at that date, all was wellin the East India squad¬
ron also.

The frigate Congrttt and sloop-of-war Jimentoum are
soon expected home from the Braxil station, and the brig
Bainlntfg'. from the coast of Africa. The frigate Sat an-
nah will relieve the Congrtsi. Commodore Salters will
take the command of the squadron.
The Niwfoukdlard 8«al Fishert..The prospects of

this fishery, which at one time were so flattering, have
been suddenly reversed. 8everal letters from 8t. Johns
concur in this opinion. One says:
"Oar seal fishery opened very well, but unfortunately

a large catch has been confined to a few vessels. We
now anticipate a rnun-ahlt voyage, and suppose th# first
fifty vessels will have more seals than the remaining three
hundred and fifty to be accounted for."

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
We have already mentioned that this association com¬

menced ita annual session in the city of New York on
Tuesday, Dr. BiivkRLY R. Wkleohd, of Virginia,presiding.

I he Treasurer reported that his receipts during the
past j ear had been only $1,906, while the expendituresamounted to $2,016, showing a deficiency of $110. The
committee on publication reported that they were not
supplied with means adequate to the proper conduct of
their department, and recommended that the assessment
for the next year should be $5 per member. It was said
in this connexion that the Illustrations alone of one of the
papers to be presented would cost $1,000.

Dr. Weleubd delivered the annual address, in the
course of which he urged the necessity of more rigid ex¬
amination of domestic and imported drugs, and recom¬
mended the establishment of a medical board of law in
each State, with exclusive power to grant licenses to
practice.

l'iie following officers for the ensuing year were unani¬
mously elected :

President.Jonathan Knioiit, of Connecticut.
Vice Presidents.Usher Parsons, of Rhode Islaud;

Lewis Condit, of New Jersey; Henry R. Frost, of South
Carolina: R. L. Howard, of Ohio.
Secretaries.Edward L. Bedell, of New York ; Edwin

L. Lemoine, of Missouri.
Treasurer.Francis Condie, of Pennsylvania.
Being conducted to the chair, Dr. Kniuht expressed his

acknowledgments of the honor conferred upon him, and
a vote of thanks was passed to the retiring president for
the courtesy and efficiency with which he had performed
his official duties.

Dr. Haves read a paper from the Medical Association
of Virginia, euclosing a copy of a resolution passed at
their last meeting, to the effect " that the American
Medical Association be recommended to employ an able
chemist to analyze the different nostrums of the day, and
that ho be directed to publish the result monthly in a

newspaper eiyoying the largest circulation in each State."
Dr. Emerson presented an abstract of his report on the

influence of radiation in producing disease.
Dr. Camtuell offered a verbal statement of his re¬

port on typhoid fever, and a report on the epidemics of
Tennessee and Kentucky was given by Dr. W. L. Sutton,
of the latter State.

Dr. Z. Pitcher read a report on the state of medical
education, urging a more thorough acquaintance with the
natural sciences previous to clinical instruction.

Dr. Smith, chairman of the committee on volunteer
communications, stated that fifteen essays had been re¬

ceived, twelve of them with the authors' uames in sealed
envelopes. The two deemed worthy of the prizes offered
were then announced to be, one entitled "The Cell; its
Physiology, Pathology, and Philosophy," by Waldo J.
Burnett, M.D., Boston; and another on "The Treatment
of Certain Fibrous Diseases of the Uterus," by Washing¬
ton D. At Lee, Philadelphia.
The Association has resolved to hold its next annual

meeting at St. Louis, Missouri.
On Tuesday evening the members of the association

were present by invitation at the elegant mansion of the
Hon. Hamilton Fish. The Commercial Advertiser says:
" It was a most agreeable re-union, the pleasure of the

evening being enhanced by the hearty hospitality of the
honorable Senator. The members of the Association
justly appreciated the attention shown them, and animated
and interesting conversation was sustained throughout.General Scott was also among the Senator's guests, and
appeared in excellent health and spirits, greeting manyold friends among the visiters with a very cordial frank¬
ness and ardor. Altogether the guests greatly enjoyedthe interview, which will be one of the most agreeable
reminiscences of the visit of the members of the associa¬
tion to the Empire City."

THE CIVILIZATION OF AFRICA.

There is no greater prdblein of this age than the civili¬
zation of Africa. There is no more wonderful illustra¬
tion of the ways of Divine Providence, and of the pro¬
gress of the human race, through error, and folly, and
sin, to certain and enduring good. The unbounded re¬
sources of Africa, which have slept undeveloped bince the
creation, are about to yield to the touch of commerce and
civilization. The tribes whose native and inherited bar¬
barism has been growing darker and apparently more

hopeless through long ages of ignorance and brutality,
arc slowly preparing to take a place among the nations.
The time is approaching, aud is approaching more rapid¬
ly than such revolutions arc generally made, when the
commercial nations shall compete for the trade with Afri¬
ca, and when the stimulus which this will give to its pro¬
duction shall develope the resources of the country, and
¦hall establish a regular industry along the '""it. u»J

pushing to tb«# interior all tke results of trade,
commerce, anil intelligent industry will gradually follow.
This, and this alone, will be the means of putting an
end to the slave trade. Armies cannot do it, fleets can¬
not do it. Treaties and compacts are in vain to enforce
it. Commerce and civilization alone can fix the limits of
this great reproach of the age. When the Eastern coast
of Africa is in the hands of civilized christian govern¬
ment, or within its control, the infamous traffic will be
suppressed, but not before. No more worthy work can

employ the attention of philanthropists than the coloni¬
zation of Africa. We trust that it will receive every en¬

couragement frQm our Government, and that on some

plan, under the protection of the Oovernment, regular
steam communication may be established between this
country and Liberia. We owe much to Africa, and It ia
in this way that we can best discharge the debt that has
been accumulating for centuries..Providence Jturnal.
The Free Dankixq Law of New Jersey does not appear

to work well. The Bank Commissioners of the State re¬

port that of the twenty-one associations organized under
the general banking law only four are bona fide concerns,
viz: Bordentown Bank, at Bordentown; Newark City
Bank, at Newark ; Hudson County Bank, at Jersey City ;
and Central Bank, at Hightstown. These four institu¬
tions have each a regular banking house, and pursue the
business of banking within the true intent and meaning
of the law, and afford facilities to the communities in
which they are located. Of the other seventeen, the com¬
missioners state that only three have partially complied
with the law, by having an office, a clerk, and by making
occasionally a discount, but beyond that no regular bank¬
ing business is done by either. Fifteen of them have
given notice of their intention to close their affairs.

Pjckimj the Ea*..A horrible death recently occurred
in Paris from a common practice with many persons. A
gentleman, feeling a slight itching in his ear, took up 4
friction matteh in order to dispel it. In tiie ardor of a

conversation he was sustaining be introduced the sulphur¬
ous end; the contact soon produced ignition, and the
downy lining of the car caught fire; a portion of the sul¬
phur adhered to the flesh, and burnt there persistently.The unfortunate man ne*er spoke again. His sufferings
were so agonizing that his tongue became powerless ; and,after two days' torment and unavailing efforts of the sur¬
geons, he died.

Escoitrao«mk!«t ro* tiik Ladies..The Centreville
(Md.) Times publishes a letter written by the Hon.
Thomas Bedingfield Hands, in 1764, to a relation in
England, from which we make the following extract, m
showing the fashions of those days. The letter is dated
" Chester, in Maryland, November 12, 1764," and, after
a reference to family affairs, saya :

" Maryland is not the Maryland that it was when I
first arrived here. Letters and science, politeness and
luxury are abundantly seen in our manners, buildings,equipage, furniture, plate, dress, Ac. In our dress we
run the route which you ladies set us. My daughters
now take seventeen yards of three-quarter manteau silk,
and twenty-three yards of satin or tabby, to make them a
robe. [It only takes forty now, after a progress of ninety
years.] Whereaa a little more than half this quantitydid use to serve their late excellent mother. When the
gowns come home I find my silk cut into rags, by flou¬
rishing, scolloping, pinking, and I know not what. And
when I begin to complain.'Of rny dear lir.upon my
word, rapa, I hit it the fathion.' And !tfutre*» Slitch-away
never fails to second them. And I must return f) my easychair, and say no more."
A Frenchman thinks the English language it very

tough. " Dare ia look-out," he saya, "which is to put
out your head and see ; and look-out, which ia to haul in
your head not fot to .just contrarie."

THE ATMOSPHERIC TELEGRAPH
Mohtoombrjt, Alabama, April 25, 1853.

Gkntlkme.n Being personally a struuger to you, thoughfor a long time J* subscriber to and a constant reader of
the Intelligencer, t feel some delicacy in askiug a placein the columns of ytf\ir p»per, but am constrained to do
so on account of the mature of an article iu your tri¬
weekly edition of the lOtii instant, copied from the Boston
Daily Advertiser, and hcadtid "Atmospheric Telegraph."That article, and other Bimil&r ones which are taking the
rounds of the newspapers, give a description of the con-
struction, the properties, or powers and uses of an appa¬
ratus or machine called an " Atmospheric Telegraph,"and they say that " the patent right for the machine isowned by the Atmospheric Telegraph Company of whichMr. Richardson is agent." Now, Mr. Richardson maybe the ageut of the ..Atmospheric Telegraph Company,"and Mr. Richardson may be the inventor of an .'Atmo¬spheric Telegraph," but I do not believe, as those articlesstate, that the " Atmospheric Telegraph Company," or
any one else, owns the patent-right, and for the followingreasons: Some time in 1848 I conceived the idea thatmail matter could be transmitted much more expedi¬tiously in hollow spheres or globes, through cyliudricuLtubes, by the ineuus of atmosphcrio pressure, than bystage-coaches, steamboats, and railroad car*. Knowingthat the atmosphere exerted a pressure under u vacuumof about fifteeu pounds to the square inch, which exceeds
a force or power of 2,000 pounds to the square foot, I feltconfident this amount of power was vastly more thanwould be necessary to move these spheres or globes upona plain surface in a horizontal direction at any rate ofvelocity which might be desirable. 1 did not entertain theidea of attempting to create a vacuum iu the tubes forthe purpose of gaiiiing this immense amount of power,but simply, by the action of air-pumps, to create a stro),jcurrent through open tubes towards the point of rarefac¬tion. Upon communicating my views to my friends, Ifound them opposed by such an array of objections and
arguments that nothing short of a practical demonstra¬tion of my ideas would enable me to carry my point.Accordingly, 1 had constructed the necessary apparatusand machinery, which now are, and have been fo^the lastfour years, in the Patent Office at Washington, under the
name (though, I acknowledge, a misnomer) of " Atmo¬spheric Telegraph."
A demonstration of the operation of this machine notonly confirtned my own views as to its practical applica¬tion to the purposes intended, but effectually silenced allthe objections which had been urged against it, with the

exception'of one, which I do not regard as a valid objec¬tion, nor shall 1 until it is shown to be so by actual de¬monstration. The objection is this, that the power ofthe machine decreases in proportion to an increase of dis¬
tance. Such I acknowledge would be the case if it was
operating against a closed tube, or, if the spheres or globeswere to be forced forward by atmospheric compression,the resistance would increase with the distance ; but inthe operation of my machine there is no increase of resis¬
tance on account of distance, and no increase of powerrequired, and it appears to me that a little reflection will
satisfy any person that as much power will be requiredto start the machine as to keep it iu motion, and,whenthe whirlwind or tornado is started in the tube, it will
extend to its remotest extremity, aud the pressure will be
as great (if not as sudden) at the remotest extremity as
at the nearest point of rarefaction ; for it is as much a
law in pneumatics for the atmosphere to preserve aa
equal degree of density, as in hydrostatics for water to
seek and maintain its level.

After observing the operation of my machine, my friends
urged me to make application for letters patent, and hav¬
ing given my views to Hon. Dixon II. Lewis, Senator, and
the Hon Henry W. Hilliard, then in Congress from this
district, those gentlemen very kindly furnished me with
all the information which I desired, aud having learned
that no application for a similar invention had been made,
or was pending, I at once proceeded to submit my claim
by complying with all the laws nnd requirements of the
Patent Office in such cases made and provided. I then /
visited Washington, where I remained ten days waitingthe decision of the Commissioner, (Hon. Edmund Biiike, )and on or about the 27th of April, 1840, it was announced
to me by the Commissioner that my invention was not
patentable. The decision was made, not from a careful
examination of my machine as to its powers or capa¬bilities, its merits or demerits, its novelty or its useful¬
ness, but it wrs made from the report, found in a volume
in the library of the Patent Office, of an invention by and
of letters patent granted to one .' Valance," in England.I did not feel well satisfied with the decision, for it ap¬peared to me that there was very little similarity betweenValance's invention and my own. His appears to have
been an effort at improvement in atmospheric railways,and consisted of a brick tunnel, constructed on some
nobleman's grounds, through which a carriage was con¬
veyed by the means of atmospheric pressure. Mine, I will
venture to say, is unlike any thing in England, iu the Pa¬
tent Office, or any where on the face of the globe. I did
not claim a patent-right to the discovery of any new prirv»ciple or power, or the invention or improvement in ma¬
chinery, but I claimed the application of a well known
principle or power to purposes heretofore unknown or in
use, through the agency of a peculiar arrangement of
machinery, (&s a whole,) under tb« »*mc ** At^uspnenc
Telegraph."

For what purposes his invention was made, wuetner as
an improvement in atmospheric railways, or to amuse
some of the gentry and nobility of England, I caunot telu
Mine was made to ui.*«»J argument, and to demon¬
strate the applicability of a well known power to new
purposes, and served admirably afterwards to amuse
crowds of men and boys by cracking marbles.
At ail events, if the record of Valance's invention and

the grant of letters patent by the English Government
const.tuted sufficient grounds for the rejection of my ap¬plication, (?) it would certainly act as a bar to any other
application of the same sort; hence I injer that the patentright is not owned by .' the Atmospheric Telegraph Com¬
pany of which Mr. Richardson is the agent."

Inconsequence of some recent decisions of the SupremeCourt of the United States, (if I am not in error,) which
establish the principle that the application of well known
powers or principles to new purposes and uses art patent'able, 1 have been induced to take steps to renew or revive
my application for letters patent, upon my papers now on
file in the Patent Offioe, not wishing to make any altera¬
tion or improvement in the specifications, drawings, or
model. If, in the face of the decision of Commissioner
Burke, letters-patent have been granted to other parties,it is evident that I have been made an inuocent subjectof serious injustice, and shall feel justified in taking such
steps as will be most likely to secure me in all such rights
as I may possess in .the premises. Otherwise, I shall
await patiently the result of my new or revised applica-
tion under the recent decision of the Supreme Court.
By the bye, if any person has a desire to see my .. At¬

mospheric Telegraph, they will find it (if it has not been
removed) in the basement story of the Patent Office, (If
not consigned "to the tomb of the Capulets,") close along¬side of Gen. Jackson's sarcophagus, encased in an old
piano-forte box, with divers balls of marble, lead, cork,
and tin tubing, &o. But as every body cannot see it, I
will give such a description of it ss will enable those who
are not so fortunate to form some idea of its construction,
Its capabilities, and its uses. It consists of a strong air¬
tight chest, to one side of which is attached a set of air-
pumps, worked by an eccentric crank. This chest may
be called the exhauster; to each end of the exhauster is
attached smaller chests, called receivers, having openings
connected with the exhauster, (the machine Is double, in¬
tended to operate from one or opposite points:) iuto the
end of the receivers the tubes are inserted and secured;
these constitute the essential working parts of the ma-
chiue. The operation of the machine is in this wise:
when the pumps are put in motion the air is rapidly ex¬
tracted from the exhauster, and there being no ingress
for the surrounding atmosphere, except through the re¬
ceivers, and consequently through the tubes, through which
a strong carrent of air is at once established, carrying
through them with great velocity such suitable sixed balls
as maybe placed ia the farthest and open end of the tu',e-
The receivers are provided with openings on the top, and
supplied with airtight lids to allow of the removal of such
substances as enter them through the tubes. The re¬
ceivers are so arranged as to prevent substances from
going furthsr, or getting into the exhauster, an 1
fering with the action of the pumps. Some idea or the
power of the machine may be formed when it is stated
that it carried with ease and considerable velocity, up an
ascent of several degrees, a solid rod of iron fifteen inches
long and three-quarters of an inch thick, having a ball be¬
hind it near the site of the tube, U prevent too great a loss
of power It passed twenty feet from the open end of the
tube up to the receiver with a force which threatened tna
destruction of the machine. This demonstration satisfied
every one who beheld it that there was no lack of power
for any practical purpose.

I find myself running to an unreasonable length ana

must bring the subject to a close. W hat I have state-
are facts susceptible of proof; and though I may ave

indulged in more levity than the occasion would seem to
justify, it is seriously my conviction that the invention
(let it be whose it may) will some day be brought into

general practioal operation, and the only objection now

to it is the cost of suitable tubes, pipes, or cylinders,
few small engines to work the pumps at the extremities
of the lines of operation will constitute a comparatively
small part of the expense, and intermediate stations will
require none, as is shown in my drawings and specifica¬
tions, together with such other contrivances and arrange¬
ments as are necessary for the successful operation of the
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